
Saint John of the Cross

1. Romance

Romance on the Gospel text "In principio erat Verbum," regarding the 

Blessed Trinity.

In the beginning the Word

was; he lived in God

and possessed in him

his infinite happiness.

That same Word was God,

who is the Beginning;

he was in the beginning

and had no beginning.

He was himself the Beginning

and therefore had no beginning.

The Word is called Son;

he was born of the Beginning

who had always conceived him,

giving of his substance always,

yet always possessing it.

And thus the glory of the Son

was the Father's glory,

and the Father possessed

all his glory in the Son.

As the lover in the beloved

each lived in the other,

and the Love that unites them

is one with them,

their equal, excellent as

the One and the Other:

Three Persons, and one Beloved

among all three.

One love in them all

makes of them one Lover,

and the Lover is the Beloved

in whom each one lives.

For the being that the three 

possess

each of them possesses,

and each of them loves

him who bears this being.

Each one is this being,

which alone unites them,

binding them deeply,

one beyond words.

Thus it is a boundless Love that 

unites them,

for the three have one love

which is their essence;

and the more love is one

the more it is love.



2. Romance
On the communication among the Three Persons.

In that immense love
proceeding from the two
the Father spoke words
of great affection to the Son,
 
words of such profound delight
that no one understood them;
they were meant for the Son,
and he alone rejoiced in them.
 
What he heard
was this:
"My Son, only your
company contents me, 
and when something pleases me
I love that thing in you;
whoever resembles you most
satisfies me most, 
and whoever is like you in 
nothing
will find nothing in me.
I am pleased with you alone,
O life of my life! 
You are the light of my light,
you are my wisdom,
the image of my substance
in whom I am well pleased. 
My Son, I will give myself
to him who loves you
and I will love him
with the same love I have for 
you,
because he has loved
you whom I love so."



3. Romance
On creation.
"My Son, I wish to give you
a bride who will love you.
Because of you she will deserve
to share our company,
 
and eat at our table,
the same bread I eat,
that she may know the good
I have in such a Son;
and rejoice with me
in your grace and fullness."
 
"I am very grateful,"
the Son answered;
"I will show my brightness
to the bride you give me,
 
so that by it she may see
how great my Father is,
and how I have received
my being from your being.
 
I will hold her in my arms
and she will burn with your love,
and with eternal delight
she will exalt your goodness."

4. Romance
Continues
"Let it be done, then," said the Father,
for your love has deserved it.
And by these words
the world was created.


