
Meditative Evening Prayer
Wednesday 31st March 

“Rejoice with me!”

Welcome
Good evening and a very warm welcome to our Meditative Evening Prayer. We’re 
very happy that you can be with us this evening, to pray, listen and reflect with us. 
Our prayer this evening will centre on listening to the Gospel of Luke, listening to-
gether to words that Jesus speaks to us about God’s love and God’s forgiveness. 
In the middle of this Holy Week, we invite you to take some time to pray and reflect 
a little on forgiveness, on it’s place in our lives. What does it mean to us personally? 
Do we welcome it, do we offer it, do we want it, does it have an anxious or a peace-
ful place in us? Jesus, in his last hours, asks God for the help and the gift of forgive-
ness by asking “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” Jesus
never wanted those who killed him to be left alone without hope of a new begin-
ning. God never wants that for us. In the Gospel passage we’ll read the story of how 
people will go out of their way to find something they have lost or that has become 
lost: a shepherd will not rest until he has found his lost sheep, a woman will not rest 
until she has found the coin she has misplaced. And a father will run to embrace his 
long lost son, and step out to implore his older son to return to his family’s feast. 
And when they find what has been lost, they are so overcome with joy, and this joy 
needs to be communicated and shared with others. Reconciliation is what happens 
when we are found, when we find one another again, when we share the joy at be-
ing able to begin again with one another, against all odds and in spite of so much 
doubt.
Let us spend some time together this evening thinking of the joy God has in us and 
in the life of forgiveness he offers us to take part in.

Song: Come back to me (“Hosea” Gregory R. Norbet)
Come back to me with all your heart
Don’t let fear keep us apart
Trees do bend, tho’ straight and tall
So must we to others’ call
Long have I waited for your coming home to me
And living deeply our new life
The wilderness will lead you
To your heart where I will speak
Integrity and justice 



with tenderness you shall know
Long have I waited for your coming home to me
And living deeply our new life
You shall sleep secure with peace;
Faithfulness will be your joy
Long have I waited for your coming home to me
And living deeply our new life
Come back to me with all your heart
Don’t let fear keep us apart
Trees do bend, tho’ straight and tall
So must we to others’ call
Long have I waited for your coming home to me
And living deeply our new life

Psalm: 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Song: The lord is my light (Taizé)
The Lord is my light, my light and salvation: in God I trust, in God I trust



Prayer: O God, be our Shepherd, guiding us in your delicate way through the dark, 
leading us in your gentle, respectful way through the hard places and suffering 
times, rejoicing with us in your loving way when we are found and when we find one
another again. Amen

Gospel: Luke 15: 1 -32 (NIV)
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hun-
dred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully
puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours to-
gether and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the 
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. “Or suppose a wo-
man has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends 
and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In 
the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.” Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The
younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided
his property between them. “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he
had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, 
who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods 
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. “When he came to his 
senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to 
his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ “But the father said to his servants, 
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this 
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 
celebrate. “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him 
what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed 
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ “The older brother be-



came angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But 
he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never dis-
obeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 
with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ ‘My son,’ the father said, 
‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and 
be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.’”

Prayer:
O God, you invite us to a life of forgiveness, of new beginnings, of hope for ourselves
and for one another. You have promised us rest from the burdens that make us 
weary and that are too much for us to bear. We ask you to be with us in this moment
of stillness and silence. We ask you to guide us through what troubles us and give us 
the courage to face the things that hurt us. We ask you to kindle in us the light of 
hope. Amen

Silence and offering in front of the cross
During the time of stillness and silence we’ll now take, let us think with kindness and
mercy as God does on our lives. Are there things we would like to forgive? Are there 
things we would like to be forgiven? Are there things that cause us pain and that 
cause pain in others, things we would like to lay down on the cross of Jesus, for him 
to bear for us? Do we taste the joy of finding ourselves and one another again, or of 
being found?
Let’s take the time of stillness to consider these things, and when we feel we are 
ready, we can go to the cross and place a symbol on it, to be carried by Christ, or we 
can also simply stay where we are with our thoughts and prayers to be expressed to 
God in the silence of our hearts.

Song: Be still and know (Anonymous)
Be still and know that I am God (3)
I am the Lord that healeth thee (3)
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust (3)

Our Father



Prayer
O God, we thank you for your loving presence and your mercy. We thank you for 
guiding us through trouble and suffering to the joy of being reconciled with you and 
with one another. We ask you for your courage and hope, that we in turn may recog-
nize those things in ourselves and in the world around us. We ask you always to 
guide us on your journey of compassion and peace. We ask you this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Blessing
May God bless us and keep us
May God make his face shine on us and be gracious to us
May God turn his face towards us and give us peace.
Amen

Songs from Taizé:
O Lord hear my prayer, o Lord hear my prayer. When I call answer me. O Lord hear 
my prayer, o Lord hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

Bless the lord my soul, and bless God’s holy name. Bless the Lord my soul, who leads 
me into life.

In God alone my soul can find rest and peace, in God my peace and joy. Only in God 
my soul can find its rest, find its rest and peace. 


