
The three announcements of the passion 

Today we will focus on what is called in some bibles and churches the 

three announcements of the Passion, in Mark’s Gospel.

 You can find these 3 scripture passages in the document – Scripture 

Passages, from the NRSV (New revised Standard Version). 

Each of this three scripture passage have the same structure and have 

been laid out in three columns in the document- Scipture Passages.

First moment (column 1) - Jesus makes an announcement

Second Moment (column 2)- The disciples react and position themselves

Third Moment (column 3 – Jesus turns the reaction/ position of the 

disciples upside down and transforms it.

First moment – The Announcement

You might find it helpful to read the first column of the document - 

Scripture Passages

  

In the first announcement Jesus says that the Son of Man is going to 

suffer, be killed and rise again, in the second passage Jesus adds some 

more details and even more so in the third one. 

When things are said at least three times it gives an indication that they 

are important, even vital to the person saying them as well that the 

things are on the mind of this person.



Jesus in his love and concern for his disciples says more and more about 

what is going to happen to him to introduce and prepare his disciples as 

progressively and gently as possible to what is going to happen to him as

it is so mind blowing,  incomprehensible and near impossible to hear fully

and take in.  

Jesus also has a need to share about what is going to happen to him. It is

a very human need to speak to others, friends and closed ones about 

what is going to happen to you particularly when it is difficult and intense

like suffering, rejection, violence and even your life is at stake. 

Second moment- The disciples’ reaction/position

You might find it helpful to read the second column of the document – 

Scripture Passages  

The people who hear Jesus’s words were affected. It had a huge impact 

on them. It touched and struck them to the core triggering various 

reactions, attitudes and behaviours like confrontation, deflection, 

suppression, silent treatment or making impossible demands. 

+ Peter is impulsive; he flips and disapproves of what Jesus said. He 

confronts Jesus and tries to overpower him only to be confronted back by

Jesus who brings him back to his senses.

+ The disciples’ reaction is to suppress what they just heard by getting in

an argument about who the greatest is among themselves. They speak 

between themselves yet with Jesus they are silent and are unable to 

speak.  

+ James and John seem to have understood that upheaval in the form of 

suffering, violence, even murder is imminent. So they find the ‘perfect 

escape and solution ’ to their present situation by asking Jesus to seat at 

Jesus right and left in the Glory, in the future as a gate-away to eternal 

stability, security and certainty. 



Third moment

You might find it helpful to read the third column of the document – 

Scripture Passages  

Jesus acknowledges were the disciples are at and transforms  their 

perspectives.

+ Peter had moved from following Jesus to being in front of him and 

taking issue at what Jesus said therefore Jesus explains about what is 

means to follow him as well not to be ashamed about what he says. 

+ The disciples were concentrated on who the greatest was therefore 

Jesus spells out that being first means being last, being a servant, 

vulnerable like a child.

+ James and John wanted the best places so Jesus speaks of the best 

place as the servant place, the slave place, the giving your life for others 

place.  

*************************************************

 

You may want to take a moment to reflect and pray as short or long a 

time as possible for you. It might be helpful if at all possible for you to 

find a place where you can be on your own and where you will not be 

interrupted. You might want also at some point go on a walk and reflect 

gently on your travels. 

You might mull over something you are drawn to, touched or challenged 

you in the gospel passages or in what is written above.

You might want to be with one of the 3 scripture passages or a particular 

moment of one of them.



You might want to pray by entering the scene with your imagination,   

being presen tand seeing all that is around; looking at the different 

people; what they do; their attitude; hearing what they say; letting 

yourself  being affected by the atmosphere. You may want to find your 

place in the scene, in the centre of it or more on the side and pray and 

reflect that way. 

If you find it helpful you can use one or more of the following questions.

First moment – How is it for you to hear that Jesus is going to suffer, be 

killed, rejected,..? are you hearing all of the words? Are some words 

more difficult to hear then others? 

How is it for you if someone speaks to you about their suffering, being 

rejected, violence, dying?

Second moment – Is your reaction similar to the one Peter had? Or is 

your reaction similar to the disciples ones? or to the reaction of James 

and John?  Or is your reaction a different one?

What is your reaction when someone speaks to you about their suffering,

being rejected, violence, dying?

Third moment- How is it for you to hear Jesus turning the world-view of 

his disciples side down and inviting them to a new way of being and 

relating where being first means being last, being a servant, vulnerable 

like a child? Where the best place is the servant place, the slave place, 

the giving your life for others place?

What impact has it on you as well as, on your way of being and relating? 


